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This frog artwork was designed by EcoMarines ambassadors at 
Dunwich State School. It serves as a reminder to look after our 
terrestrial animals that act as an indicator for the health of our 
waterways and local environments. 

Did you know that frogs have permeable (thin) skin and can absorb 
chemicals and pollutants in the water? Some people also refer to 
them as ‘weather forecasters’ as they tend to croak when rain is near. 
This is why it is important to understand that what we do at home 
and school can affect our native wildlife and the environment in 
which they inhabit. 

The students from Dunwich State School are from Minjerribah 
(North Stradbroke Island) where the Quandamooka people have a 
strong connection to the land, the sea, and the animals. You can see 
Indigenous art elements incorporated into this frog such as the use of 
dots and emu footprints. Dots are characteristic of Aboriginal art and 
are used to depict sacred stories and cultural connection between 
tribes, groups, Country and Dreaming. Emu footprints are used to 
tell the story of how Traditional Custodians have travelled across 
Country, caring for it, hunting on it and protecting it for eons.

 

EcoMarines would like to acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of 
the land and pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.

ECOMARINES COMMUNITY

ECOMARINES GROWTH

BUILDING A COMMUNITY OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEROES
EcoMarines inspires and empowers students to become conservation leaders through our award-winning school programs. 

Our free programs and events enable students and teachers to network with other schools, connect with local community and 
businesses, and learn from traditional custodians and industry experts.

Our student ambassadors encourage the school network to identify and tackle challenges impacting their local community in a 
fun and creative way. These passionate students are creating a wave of environmental change.

In 2021, our community extends beyond our schools and Early Learning centres with over 294,000 people including parents, 
siblings, teachers, corporate members, supporters, and government representatives.

We began in 2014 with just 24 students, this year EcoMarines has 2,262 student ambassadors and support crew volunteering 
their time to be part of our wave of environmental change! 

There are now 78 primary and secondary schools and over 200 early learning centres in our programs and since beginning  
there have been over 7,353 ambassador and support crew students through our programs.

ECOMARINES COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT

CORPORATES AND BUSINESSES: 20% 

FAMILIES AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS: 25%

SCHOOLS (STUDENTS AND TEACHERS): 55%
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A WAVE OF ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE STUDENT PERSPECTIVES ON THE ECOMARINES PROGRAMS (BASED ON 2020 DATA)
EcoMarines ambassadors and support crew create a wave of environmental change from the forests to the cities and the bay. 
Our schools stretch across South East Queensland from Gold Coast to Moreton Bay over 6 council regions:

Brisbane City Council (sponsor) 45 schools
Moreton Bay Regional Council (sponsor) 19 schools
Redland City Council 5 schools
City of Gold Coast 4 schools
Ipswich City Council 3 schools
Logan City Council 2 schools

This year, our schools tackled environmental challenges including recycling, waste reduction, litter, gardening and composting, 
water conservation, energy reduction and more!

“Economic modelling of EcoMarines has been undertaken 
by the Australian Institute for Business and Economics at 
the University of Queensland, using modelling techniques 
recognised by the Queensland Treasury.

The UQ study of the activity undertaken by EcoMarines in 
reducing waste going to landfill and the education of children 
and thence their families, shows an increase in Gross State 
Product of 58 million dollars. 

On this basis, the activity of EcoMarines currently sustains 
203 jobs in the South East Queensland economy”. 

PROFESSOR EMIRITUS JOHN MANGAN, UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND

“Through participation in this program I have seen 
my students grow both socially and academically and 
engage with the world around them. They have become 
environmentally aware, socially responsible and have grown 
in confidence.  I would highly recommend this program to 
other schools.”

DAWN CLARK, TEACHER AT PARK LAKE STATE SCHOOL

ECOMARINES COMMUNITY SNAPSHOT

The Wave sees school ambassadors, teachers, sponsors, 
government representatives and corporate members all 
come together to recognise and celebrate the amazing work 
our EcoMarines schools and collective community do to 
protect our wildlife and environment!

Of EcoMarines 
students agreed that 
being an ambassador 

improved their 
confidence skills!

Of EcoMarines 
students agreed that 
being an ambassador 

improved their 
leadership skills!

Of EcoMarines students 
have changed the 

behaviour of families and 
friends so they take better 
care of the environment. 

THE WAVE 2021

97%

CONFIDENCE LEADERSHIP CHANGED BEHAVIOURS

95% 85%

GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES 5% 

CORPORATE MEMBERS: 15%

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS: 80%
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

This project has received funding support from the Queensland Government’s Community  
Sustainability Action grant program.

“Urban Utilities is proud to be a sponsor of Tangalooma 
EcoMarines and be part of an education program focused 
on young people and communities to develop environmental 
leadership. Urban Utilities has been a sponsor since 2014 
and the team at Tangalooma EcoMarines is constantly 
working with us to find innovative ways to deliver 
sponsorship value alongside the successful development of 
Tangalooma EcoMarines.”

Melissa Anderson, Marketing and Community Engagement 
Manager, Customer and Community 

“At Mars Wrigley Australia, we believe the world we want 
tomorrow starts with how we do business today. We’re proud 
to partner with EcoMarines to empower the next generation 
to be agents of change in our communities as we look to 
create a greener and more sustainable world for tomorrow.” 

CHLOE DOUGHERTY, CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER

We have exciting new opportunities for both private and 
public sectors to get behind EcoMarines.

The Business Hub kicks off in November and will transform 
the way we partner with the corporate community and help 
to build strong and rewarding participation.

We are also launching what will be become our annual 
Christmas Appeal. The Appeal will promote our cause to the 
broader community and inform them on what their support 
is achieving in the environmental space. 

Contact Jason Castle, EcoMarines Business Engagement 
Manager for more information at jason@ecomarines.com!

CORP LOGOS

EcoMarines could not create a wave of environmental change without the generous support of our partners, sponsors and 
corporate members.  

We acknowledge their efforts in helping us inspire a community of environmental heroes!

OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PARTNERS NEW BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES!

LOOKING FORWARD TO THE FUTURE

“This year has continued to demonstrate the great 
commitment, creativity and ingenuity of our young 
people. We are excited for the future of EcoMarines as an 
organisation and for its outcomes that assure our local 
wildlife and sea life can flourish in healthy and clean 
environments. There are now thousands of EcoMarines 
students working to inspire their families and communities to 
take action and join the movement to manage our waste in 
sustainable ways. They are also influencing other schools to 
come onboard. In 2022, we expect 100 schools to participate 
in EcoMarines programs in the Greater Brisbane area.”

DAVID JAMES, CHAIRMAN

This year has brought big changes to the EcoMarines team. As well as battling lockdowns and taking on new schools, the team 
said farewell to two very important people – Hannah and Kylie. 

But, as one door closes, another opens, and we welcomed a new member to the Team – Jason. Jason works in the business 
and corporate space alongside Penny who runs the show, and Dini who takes care of the schools. Together, we call ourselves 
the factory!

We love what we do. In 2021, we have seen schools work incredibly hard to positively impact their local environments for 
future generations and it truly makes us appreciate our jobs. However, we need to make a special mention to our EcoMarines 
teachers who dedicate their time to guiding, organising, and mentoring our EcoMarines ambassadors and support crews. 
Without you, EcoMarines could not exist!

Thank you to our EcoMarines community for being a voice for our marine and wildlife and taking positive action  
for the environment.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN

A MESSAGE FROM THE ECOMARINES TEAM

THANK YOU!

ECOMARINES IS PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY
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ALBANY HILLS STATE SCHOOL

SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

BANKSIA BEACH STATE SCHOOL

Our year started well with the presentation of shirts to our 
new 2021 EcoMarines.

Each Monday, EcoMarines organise the War on Waste Club.  
Volunteers give up their lunch time to clean up our school 
grounds.  We usually find at least one bucketful of litter each 
week.  After school holidays, we can find as much as 3-4 
buckets of litter.  

This year we have continued working with the Moreton Bay 
Regional Council on the School Waste Minimisation Program.  
We are now introducing individual composting buckets to 
each classroom.  We already have composting buckets in 
eating areas, but following inspections of our waste stream, 
have noticed classroom compost is not being managed well.  

Our Recycling Ninjas Club inspect the waste collection and 
issue report cards to classes. The Ninjas are training to be 
EcoMarines in the future.

Speakers from Moreton Bay Regional Council recently 
attended our school to speak to us about nutrient recycling 
and how to set up compost bins successfully.  We are looking 
forward to continuing this work in 2022.

What a busy year 2021 has been for the Banksia Beach 
EcoMarines.  We monitor our recycling programs daily.  Our 
garden has blossomed with the Woolworths seedlings.  This 
was helped along with our compost and juice from our 
worm farm.  We have created a Frog Hotel and are patiently 
waiting for frogs to arrive.  With the money we raised from 
Containers for Change we have purchased rubbish tongs 
and we go out on patrol daily to ensure that our school 
environment is kept tidy.  This is extremely important as our 
school is on an island and don’t want any rubbish in our local 
waterways.  The support crew has spent many hours creating 
our Recycled Art pictures.

The Banksia Beach EcoMarines are currently working with 
BIEPA (Bribie Island Environmental Protection Agency).  BIEPA 
recognise that youth are the future in supporting our local 
environments.  We have been having discussing the effect 
that balloons are having in our waterways. Together we are 
brainstorming sustainable alternatives to balloons to further 
protect our environment.

CARMICHAEL COLLEGE

This year, Isabelle, Michael, Millie and Amalie have taken 
Carmichael College into a new awareness of caring for our 
beautiful creation. They started the year celebrating World 
Ocean Day with a colouring competition and then raised 
over $500 with a ‘Go Green for EcoMarines’ campaign. 
They enlisted various students to become Mini Marines 
and have carried out Emu Parades throughout the year to 
look after the campus. The EcoMarines visited Year 2 and 
supported their ‘Wrapper Free Wednesday’ STEM project 
and encouraged the community to reduce plastic waste in 
their lunch box. They set up a worm composter in prep and 
designed a Worm Cafe Menu to show them which foods the 
worms can eat. 

The EcoMarines secured a voucher from Bunnings and 
purchased wood that Amalie’s Dad made into a planter for 
the Prep area. The EcoMarines feel like they have made a 
positive difference to the college community in educating 
their peers about the problems that our marine life and 
natural habitats face day to day.

BULIMBA STATE SCHOOL

The Bulimba State School EcoMarines and their support crew 
created and implemented a successful waste management 
and recycling system at the school. Following a school waste 
audit, the EcoMarines identified the school’s main concern 
was lack of awareness when it comes to recycling, reusing 
and composting. Armed with this knowledge, they realised 
they needed to change the school community’s behaviour 
and attitude towards recycling. 

Bulimba’s EcoMarines produced educational videos to 
highlight the problem and solutions and played these 
at school assemblies. Children and teachers were also 
encouraged to bring litter-free lunches (without soft plastic) 
and make use of reusable containers. 

Around the school, bins labelled ‘organic’, ‘soft plastics’ 
and ‘recycling’ were organised into waste stations to make 
recycling easier. 

Organic waste was added to our worm farm and compost 
garden. In collaboration with Woolworths in Bulimba, soft 
plastics were delivered to their store and disposed  
of responsibly.

The Bulimba EcoMarines have embraced an active role in 
helping the school become a cleaner, safer, greener place to 
learn, work and play.
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SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

EAGLE JUNCTION STATE SCHOOL
Our ambassadors, Jorja, Arina, Benjamin and Rishav have 
worked extremely hard on many projects to help educate 
Eagle Junction students on sustainability this year. 
 
One of our projects was “Green Day,” a day especially 
designed to educate Eagle Junction students to be more 
sustainable. On Green Day, we came dressed to school in 
green and we raised money to donate to the EcoMarines. In 
the morning, Nikos fruit generously, donated fresh fruit for 
everyone in the school. We also had many environmentally 
educating activities such as a documentary called “A Plastic 
Ocean” playing at 2nd break for senior school. It was also 
recommended that you would actively travel to school. 

Our Green Team have made some outstanding posters to 
stick onto the bins that will show the students which rubbish 
goes in what bin. Overall this idea was a very important one 
as it will contribute to the school’s sustainability. We also did 
some skits on assembly to show the school how to be GREEN!

HENDRA STATE SCHOOL

Our ambassadors (Kelsie and Zedekiah) and our support 
crew (Rose) took great responsibility school being part of 
the Tangalooma EcoMarines program. Our little school of 60 
students made some big progress!

They rallied and supported the school in being a waste free 
zone and encouraged all students to participate in Wrapper 
Free Wednesday each week.

They have supported the introduction of chickens into 
our school community and the whole cycle of feeding 
the chickens good food (including our very own fruit and 
vegetable scraps – that the EcoMarines collect) to reap the 
rewards of delicious fresh eggs.

We had a fabulous pj day, to wake up to helping the 
environment and raised money for the wonderful 
Tangalooma EcoMarines.

We collected too much rubbish during our clean up club 
week. It was great to see, so we could implement more 
strategies to reduce our litter.

Being part of the Tangalooma EcoMarines has helped us 
focus our passion and commitment to being custodians of 
the environment.

IPSWICH NORTH STATE SCHOOL

At Ipswich North State School, we have targeted litter 
as a major problem. To help with this, we started a few 
competitions to bring awareness to the issue. Our first 
project was a whole-school competition, where we used the 
concept of mindfulness, and drawing to encourage students 
to protect our environment. We did this by asking students to 
draw an outlined picture for us to create a school colouring 
book about litter. We had a few winners from each grade 
who won a prize, and also had their drawing feature in our 
school litter colouring book. Our second major competition 
was run by our ambassadors, where tally points were 
awarded to each class who had the neatest area every day. 
On parade, a winner, who accrued the most points by the 
end of the week were awarded a whole class reward for their 
amazing effort. We have had fun creating competitions and 
a positive environment for all students to be a part of and to 
be aware of litter.

INDOOROOPILLY STATE SCHOOL
As EcoMarines Ambassadors we have taken on many 
projects that have continued to create a cleaner, greener 
school. 

One of our continued initiatives has been Litter Busters. 
Every Friday morning, people gather to participate in the 
collection of litter around our school. Then, we all come 
back sort all the rubbish. To reward those students who are 
regularly coming to Litter Busters, we have designed a special 
Litter Buster badge for them. These badges are ironed on to 
hats or school bags and can be earned by completing a set 
number of Litter Buster mornings. 

Brisbane City Council have helped the grade 4’s to create 
some hospitable habitats for our natural wildlife. These 
included Bee Hotels, Butterfly Puddles, Habitat Tripods and 
Lizard Lounges. The bee hotels are made out of recycled 
seedling boxes and bamboo sticks. The butterfly puddles fill 
up when it rains and provides water to drink from for our 
insect friends. We have really enjoyed helping  
our school environment.
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SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

ITHACA CREEK STATE SCHOOL

KIPPA-RING STATE SCHOOL

The EcoMarines at Ithaca Creek State School have had a busy 
year. We started by organising Clean Up Australia Day with 
Brisbane City Council at our school, and spoke at Corporate  
Clean Up events.

We also ran an amazing drawing competition with Urban 
Utilities across our whole school with the winners’ posters 
displayed in over 70 different schools in Brisbane, organised 
a planting and cared for the gardens around our school, re-
introduced composting to our school and last but not least 
started a worm farm. We still have some projects up our 
sleeve and hope to green up our quad before the end of the 
year!!

New to Tangalooma EcoMarines Kippa-Ring have been 
working to develop recycling process within the school. Our 
first focus was to begin a bi-weekly soft plastic and bread tag 
collection. Moreton Bay Regional Council Waste Management 
came and did a presentation on waste and recycling with 
the EcoMarines leading a waste audit across the upper 
grades. With a waste minimisation action plan in place we will 
establish more recycling practices in 2022.

MACGREGOR STATE SCHOOL

Our biggest success is our partnership with Bunnings and 
the composting project, with a school this size and getting 
everyone on board it’s been a challenge to say the least. 
We’ve got a thriving veggie patch and have been selling 
the extras to the staff. We’ve got a lot happening to come 
too. The Queensland Government had put out a Grant 
for “Organic Waste Smart Schools Program” and we are 
establishing a partnership with our MacGregor Before and 
After School Care to team up and see if we can apply for  
the grant together.

LOTA STATE SCHOOL

Lota State School is making waves as a small bayside school 
taking sustainable waste management very seriously.  
The Lota EcoMarines ambassadors, support crew and 
Environmental Club have enthusiastically participated in 
many activities highlighting our ability to play an important 
role in sustainable waste management   

In 2021, we have actively encouraged the school community 
to generate less waste and to re-use and recycle.   The Lota 
EcoMarines have been involved in many activities including:

• Collected bottle tops and donated then to Ocean 
Crusaders for recycling into buoys

• Golden Bin Award given to a student on parade each 
week

• Wrapper Free Wednesday
• Blue for Bay Day awareness day for the school 

community
• Organised new clearly labelled rubbish bins with signage 
• Arranged and ran emu parades to clean up the school
• Boomerang bag workshop 
• Waste Warriors art

• EcoMarine reward charts and certificates 
• Recycled poppers using the money to purchase 

reusable cups
• Educated the school community in the importance of 

sorting and recycling rubbish
• Annual toy swap
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SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

MANLY WEST STATE SCHOOL

MARSHALL RD STATE SCHOOL

2021 has been a fairly quiet year for Manly West EcoMarine 
Ambassadors. We have been running our Golden Bin 
challenge each week – the class with the least number of 
wrappers on Trash Free Tuesday, is awarded a certificate 
and the Golden Bin. We have a Junior competition and a 
Senior competition. We really enjoyed our training day at 
Tangalooma and were excited to win the opportunity to 
participate in the Urban Utilities ‘We Love Water’ competition. 
We had a hard time shortlisting all the entries. We can’t wait 
to see who Urban Utilities has chosen as the winner.

The EcoMarines have contributed with a number of activities 
aimed at bringing greater awareness to students about the 
importance of looking after our natural environment.

We ran two clean-up days which involved each class being 
allocated a particular area of the school grounds – not just 
the usual eating and play areas but the entire grounds.

For one of these - Eco Day – we asked everyone to go crazy 
with wearing green and/or blue for the environment, and to 
make a gold coin donation. Our green school uniform helped!

For some added fun, at each clean up, the EcoMarines team 
ran around handing out ice block vouchers to hard workers.

At our ‘Movie and Popcorn’ event, a gold coin donation also 
provided students with a lunch time movie, “Surf’s Up”, which 
has an ocean focus. Everyone enjoyed a paper bag of popcorn.

The EcoMarines were very happy to contribute over $1000 
to the Tangalooma EcoMarines to help spread the important 
message about taking care of our marine  
and land environments.

MOUNT CROSBY STATE SCHOOL
Another busy year has passed us by and the EcoMarines 
continue to encourage the students at our school to 
rethink how they view waste by running our “Wrapper Free 
Wednesdays” every week and keep our school clean by 
presenting our regular Bin it to Win it awards.  The children 
love receiving one of the mascots as a visitor to their 
classroom for the week. 

The Ambassadors have taken on more responsibilities by 
continuing on the improvement of our school grounds.  Last 
year we started the development of the ‘Mindfulness Garden’ 
which has now been extended to include an extra pathway 
and improvement of the areas around the garden. The new 
development of the mindfulness garden was funded by the 
collection of ‘Cash for Cans’ brought in by the wider school 
community.  The students have also started up a weekly 
clean up club that will include more of the students.  This is a 
fairly new endeavour and hopefully, this will take off with lots 
of enthusiastic taking care of our environment. 

OAKLEIGH STATE SCHOOL
This year at Oakleigh State School we have created greater 
awareness of what goes into a litter free lunchbox.  

We have hosted Community Composting workshops in 
conjunction with Brisbane City Council.

We have run lessons educating classes on how to correctly 
sort the various waste streams.
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SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

PALLARA STATE SCHOOL
Pallara State Schools involvement began with Ambassador 
Training Day at Tangalooma. Our ambassadors returned to 
school inspired and super-charged with ideas.

Beginning with weekly school assemblies, the Ambassadors 
communicated messages about waste, litter, composting, 
saving water and recycling. The passion they displayed was 
contagious and soon whole school challenges, like the Water 
Saver Slogan Competition, had 500+ students from Prep to 
Year 6 participating in the EcoMarine program.

Some of our 2021 highlights include:

• Educating students in the school on how to compost 
(Food Waste Restaurant Challenge) to reduce our 
general waste.

• EcoMarines 104 or More Clean-Up Club to pick up 1037 
pieces of litter from our school grounds

• Water Saver Slogan Competition with 500+ entries from 
Prep-Year 6

• Caring for produce gardens
• Attending the Power of the Port excursion at the Port of 

Brisbane with our support crew

PAYNE ROAD STATE SCHOOL
The Payne Road State School EcoMarines Ambassadors and 
our wonderful Environment Club members have had another 
terrific year.

• We organised an Environmental Leaders Workshop Day 
for students from our local cluster schools. 

• We audited rubbish from the school eating areas and 
worked to reduce wrappers through a Wrapper-Free 
Wednesday campaign. 

• We continued to educate, collect and recycle plastic 
food wrappers via RedCycle

• We maintained a roster to collect food scraps from both 
eating areas for our compost bins.

• We have maintained several recycling programs via 
TerraCycle 

• We maintained the vegetable gardens, compost bins, 
native bee hive and maze garden.

• Our students participated in a SOWN tree planting event 
along our local creek. 

• We ran a stall at our 50th Year Anniversary School Fair. 
The EcoMarines sold produce from our gardens.

• We ran a stall at a local Eco-Forum organised by our 
Member for Parliament.

Our EcoMarines ambassadors (Charlotte, Shianne, Ayesa 
and Dhruv) have worked tirelessly and their dedication has 
resulted in the entire school hearing messages about the 
impact of our behaviours on the environment.

Our Payne Road State School EcoMarines ambassadors have 
learnt will continue to advocate for the environment for many 
years to come thanks to this wonderful program.

STAR OF THE SEA CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
Our school is positioned right on the bay and overlooks the 
beautiful island of Stradbroke as such our school community 
really feels a sense of responsibility to be able to look after 
our bay and environment. We endeavour to be Stewards of 
Creation to help protect our insects, trees and animals. This 
year was our first year with EcoMarines and we have been 
so busy. We have WOW (Wipe Out Waste) lunchboxes and 
competitions to have reduced plastic in our lunches. We have 
planted koala friendly trees in our koala corridor right next to 
our school and bay. We have held recycled art competitions 
and started lots of discussions about protecting our planet. 
We are really looking forward to next year as we have lots of 
ideas to continue grow our EcoMarines program for 2022.

SAINT STEPHEN’S COLLEGE PRIMARY

We have been able to educate our school community 
about  the horrendous effects of our waste. We have had 
so much fun with our wrapper free picnics as well as our 
weekly Trash Free trophy competition that is run for all junior 
classes. The students are keen to do the recycling each week 
during their own break times and are horrified when classes 
do the wrong thing! It has been fabulous to see the students 
taking the message on board and being more proactive in 
what they bring to school and what message they have taken 
home too. We have a tremendous amount of faith in this 
generation and the restoration of our natural world.
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WEST END STATE SCHOOL

SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

WILSTON STATE SCHOOL

This year we were selected to represent West End State 
School as EcoMarines Ambassadors. We have accomplished 
so much! 

At the start of the year, all our members took a worm license 
test that allows us to take care of our worm farm. As well as 
that, we took part in our VISY paper recycling program, where 
our school recycled all our scrap paper. 

In Term 3, many students took part in our water saving 
slogan competition, and the winner’s slogan was ‘It takes a lot 
of blue to stay green’. 

At the front of our school, we have a nature trail called the 
Kurilpa trail, where we had planted new native plants. At 
WESS, we organised a Green Day, where students wore 
green or floral clothing and brought in a donation for more 
native plants. 

It has been an eventful year and we have loved being a part 
of this amazing organisation!

Another fantastic year has come to close for the Wilston 
EcoMarines Crew! 

Our first challenge was to reduce the amount of water used 
every day. Students spread the message by creating posters 
with water saving slogans. 

To mark Clean Up Australia Day the EcoMarines Crew 
cleaned up the entire school oval.

Throughout the year the students collected plastic bread tags 
to go to artist in South Australia who creates bowls, boards, 
and pens out of tag that would otherwise go in the bin. A 
proportion of the profits from the sale of these items fund 
wheelchairs for children in Africa. 

In 2019, the former EcoMarines Ambassadors started a 
veggie patch. Due to Covid the veggie patch is on hold, but 
students still got on board to plant native trees around the 
edge of the garden.

Most recently, students made videos educating their fellow 
students on how to reduce plastic waste.  The competition 
was fierce but the winning entry from the school competition 
has been entered into the EcoMarines video competition.

WYNNUM WEST STATE SCHOOL

After the training day at Tangalooma, EcoMarines Julia, Harry, 
Billie and Zepahania felt that it was a great idea to have Mini 
Marines.  When these students were decided upon, the team 
of ten met on a fortnightly basis to discuss what projects 
we could implement into our school to raise awareness on 
the importance of looking after our environment.  Highlights 
included:

• Clean up Australia Day 
• Attending the Ambassador Training Day at Tangalooma 

Island Resort;
• Implementing a “Reduced Wrapper Wednesday” 

incentive through Term 3 the Senior and Mini Marines 
designed posters that had the input from their classes 
promoting collaborative production;

• Promoting EcoMarines highlights on parade with 
messages of the importance of the Four Rs – Reduce, 
Recycle, Repurpose and Resuse;

• Participating in the production of “Spread the Word” 
movie;

• Creating an art work for Cleanaway’s ‘Waste Warriors’ art 
competition.

Our Year 6 Environmental Captains in 2022 will form the new 
team, and we look forward to moving forwards with more 
exciting incentives.
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SECONDARY SCHOOL FEATURE ARTICLES

BRISBANE BOYS’ COLLEGE SECONDARY

Our BBC EcoMarines Ambassadors have enjoyed being a 
part of the Tangalooma EcoMarine family and have taken 
part in a variety of events and activities to help clean up our 
environment and inspire others to make a difference.  Our 
highlights this year include: 

• Our students were very inspired by the Tangalooma 
EcoMarines Training Day. They enjoyed the opportunity 
to learn more about the wildlife of Moreton Bay, meet 
like-minded individuals from other schools, and get up 
close to some of the local dolphins.  Our new EcoMarine 
Ambassadors came back from their training day fired 
up with ideas and plans to make our school and local 
community cleaner and greener.

• For Clean-up Australia Day, our STEM Club students and 
EcoMarines went out and about Brisbane Boys College 
on a mission to reduce litter, collect pledges to protect 
our environment, and inspire our students and teachers 
to reduce their environmental footprint.

SAINT STEPHEN’S COLLEGE SECONDARY

Isabella and Diya are part of the Saint Stephen’s College 
senior EcoMarines for 2021. They are in year 8 and are two of 
the four ambassadors. This year, they have coordinated one 
community-engagement project together, and collaborated 
with the other ambassadors to work on another. The project 
of recycling bins was heavily focused on and remains a big 
part of the agenda. Earlier this year, Isabella and Diya made 
a trip to the childcare, and explained how the containers 
for change recycling bags were used, and now often visit 
the classes to check up on the bags, and engage in other 
projects, like educate the children through “plastic” artwork. 
The community engagement and bins around our school 
have significantly changed the number of bottles that aren’t 
recycled, and therefore, go into landfill. With these initiatives, 
the school grounds are more sustainable and eco-friendlier.

Daniel Davies-Pryce and Marcel Kern are the other 
two ambassadors for the 2021 EcoMarine leadership 
Team. They both have been a key part in the team. From 
constructing and editing articles for the College’s fortnightly 
newsletter, to running committee meeting and everything 
in-between. Daniel has done a lot of the communication 
side of the leadership team for 2021, editing and formatting 
media releases and communication between most of the 
department in the college. Alongside the rest of the team, 
Marcel has run a number of the meetings we conduct ever 
week. He has also helped out in releasing media clips and 

• Our EcoMarines and STEM Club students worked 
together to collect mobile phones for the MobileMuster 
Schools Challenge and promote recycling of E-waste.

• Our students helped to host the CoralWatch stall at 
the Wave 2021, where they actively engaged other 
EcoMarine Ambassadors in coral reef protection; 
teaching fellow students how they can protect the 
reef from home and how to monitor reef health using 
CoralWatch Health Charts.

• Our EcoMarines are looking forward to finishing off their 
year as EcoMarine Ambassadors with a Marine Cupcake 
fundraiser and Coral Watch display at the school to 
highlight the importance of protecting our environment 
and raise funds for marine conservation projects.

articles. Both of these boys have exceptional communication 
and media skills that really helped kick the first year of the 
Senior EcoMarines committee of the ground.

The second project Isabella and Diya embarked on focused 
on community engagement with the youngest and most                       
impressionable students of Saint Stephens College. The idea 
of upcycling plastic to create art was always a goal for the 
EcoMarines so that combined with the intention of getting 
involved with childcare built the base of our mission. The 
main concept was that the plastic we don’t recycle ended up 
in oceans where innocent animals ate them mistaking them 
for food. To demonstrate this, the girls created art depicting 
seabirds with plastic in their stomachs as well as a turtle 
surrounded by plastic. Through creating these artworks, 
children learned valuable information that will help them to 
make a difference in our ever-changing world.
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SECONDARY SCHOOL FEATURE ARTICLES

WYNNUM STATE HIGH SCHOOL

This year our EcoMarines and support crew have worked 
very hard to offer more recycling solutions here at Wynnum 
State High School. In two projects we have managed to 
divert 17.4kg of soft plastics from landfill by collecting used 
bread wrappers from our morning breakfast club. We were 
also able to organise a partnership with Community Co who 
have provided bins that allow us to participate in container 
recycling. Since August, we have managed to save 600 
containers that would otherwise have been put into general 
waste. 

In addition, we have also been working with our school 
tuckshop convenors to compost a whopping 60.1kg of food 
scraps and have also planted a brand-new veggie garden. We 
can’t wait to reap the rewards of our first harvest and to see 
this food used in the dishes sold at our tuckshop.

ECOMARINES EVENTS

THIS YEAR, ECOMARINES HAS HOSTED AMAZING EVENTS FOR OUR STUDENTS, 
TEACHERS, AND WIDER COMMUNITY. CHECK OUT THE HIGHLIGHTS BELOW!

Together with our partner Urban Utilities, EcoMarines hosted a community Clean Up Australia Day event in both Brisbane City 
and the Moreton Bay Region. We picked up lots of rubbish and learnt about the importance of waste management, recycling, 
and litter education.

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY

Thanks to Tangalooma Island Resort, we got to take all our EcoMarines schools to the resort on Mulgumpin (Moreton Island). It 
was a full day of workshops, games and networking designed to equip our ambassadors with the necessary skills and activities 
to create a wave of environmental change in their schools!

AMBASADOR TRAINING DAYS

The EcoMarines community learnt about the rich history of the Quandamooka people from Matthew Burns and cultural 
art from Delvene Cockatoo-Collins. We collaborated with Deadly Choices and Brisbane City Council to teach families about 
traditional games and Native Bush Tucker plants.

CARE FOR COUNTRY


